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August 25 

Wrong for UGC to interfere, says author of IIT 

reforms roadmap 

Written by Ruhi Tewari | New Delhi | August 25, 2014 4:14 am  

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/wrong-for-ugc-to-interfere-says-author-of-iit-reforms-roadmap/  

Following the University Grants Commission’s communique to the Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) asking 

them to “align their courses and degrees with the ones recognised by the UGC”, members of the Anil Kakodkar 

committee that was set up to recommend autonomy measures for IITs have hit out at the UGC, demanding that 

the premier institutes be “left alone”. 

“IITs are governed by an Act of Parliament. The intention was to give maximum autonomy to them. The IITs 

are the best educational institutes in the country at this point and they should just be left alone. It is entirely up 

to them to decide how they want to move forward. They are completely out of the ambit of the UGC and what 

is happening now isn’t right,” Anil Kakodkar, noted nuclear scientist who headed the committee, told The 

Indian Express. 

The 11-member Kakodkar committee was constituted by the Union HRD Ministry in 2010 to “recommend 

autonomy measures to facilitate IITs to scale greater heights”. 

“At that point, the committee’s main objective was to see how the autonomy of IITs can be enhanced. The sense 

of the committee was that IITs have complete academic autonomy. But what is happening now seems to be a 

counter-indication which we didn’t see then. To use a saying, why fix what isn’t broken,” Kakodkar said. 

In its report, speaking of a strategy to take IITs to “greater level of excellence and relevance”, the Kakodkar 

committee had said, “Managing such a transition would naturally require complete autonomy so that IITs can 

adopt innovative and flexible management approaches to move forward on a promising new idea in a selective 

manner.” 

The report said, “Towards enhancing autonomy that would provide the IITs the necessary flexibility to support 

and deal with a new idea or take a new initiative and lead them towards world-class excellence, it is proposed 

that each institute be fully governed by its Board of Governors (BoG), including aspects like financial planning 

and expenditure rules, faculty remuneration, fees and number of faculty and staff, within the overall policy 

guidelines of the IIT Council in terms of expectations from IITs as world-class institutions, affirmative actions, 

technology directions and human resource development.” 

Another committee member, T V Mohandas Pai, also lashed out at the UGC for attempting to interfere with the 

functioning of IITs. “The UGC should just keep off IITs as well as other top 15 per cent of the higher 

educational institutes in the country. The track record of the UGC is hardly great, it isn’t as if it has the brightest 

minds to be able to tell others what to do. The IITs have done very well left to themselves, their management 

has been great. The IITs have to be left alone for them to develop and compete globally,” he said. 

“What is happening now is perverse. It is time we stand up to such regulatory overreach  

 

 

http://indianexpress.com/profile/author/ruhi-tewari/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/wrong-for-ugc-to-interfere-says-author-of-iit-reforms-roadmap/
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President laments no Indian institute among the top 100 

globally  

Hindustan Times (Kolkata) 

President Pranab Mukher jee has expressed serious concern over the low level of academic excellence in Indian 

institutes/universities compared to international benchmarks.  

President Pranab 

Mukherjee with education minister Partha Chatterjee at IIEST, Shibpur on Sunday. ASHOK NATH DEY/HT  

Speaking at the inauguration of Indian Institute of Engineering Science and Technology (IIEST), Shibpur, 

erstwhile BESU, on Sunday, Mukherjee lamented, “I am saddened and irritated by the fact that no Indian 

institutes could find a place in the top 200 institutes around the globe in academic excellence.”  

The President was addressing the second convocation at Indian Institute of Science Education and Research 

(IISER), Bhopal where he had raised similar concern only a couple of months back.  

Highlighting that India in 6th century with Takshashila to 12th century’s Nalanda University had commanded 

academic excellence globally, he said the current scenario in higher education has left him sad.  

“In last 83 years, no research scholar from an Indian university has won Nobel prize after CV Raman. Scholars 

like Amartya Sen, Har Gobind Khorana, Chandrasekhar who are product of Indian universities, have obtained 

the Nobel Prize while working for foreign universities. It is worrying,” Mukherjee said.  

The President said it is very sad and a matter of risk that India has to import both paper and ink for currency 

notes. “Through such imports there always lies high risk of production of fake currency, which might destroy 

the economy of the country. We should develop our expertise in these fields.”  
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Academic cooperation between institutions must be encouraged, he said. Research and innovation must go hand 

in hand and should be focused on solving our country’s myriad developmental problems, he felt.  

“I do not mean that there is a lack of talent here or teachers cannot teach, but the benchmark has to be raised to 

global standards,” Mukherjee said.  

Indian universities or institutes should create opportunities for the Nobel laureates of Indian origin to work with 

their motherland and not foreign universities, said the President.  

PRANAB VISTS NATIVE MURSHIDABAD  

President Pranab Mukherjee on Sunday took part in two programmes in Murshidabad before leaving for 

Kolkata. He inaugurated the new campus of Management Development Institute (MDI) at Talai crossing of 

Jangipur.  

Industries, IIT-Gn mull tie-ups to commercialise research 

products 

Vinay Umarji  |  Ahmedabad   

August 24, 2014 Last Updated at 20:55 IST  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/industries-iit-gn-mull-tie-ups-to-commercialise-research-

products-114082400754_1.html  

 

From designing user friendly dustbins to joint courses in automotive electronics, delegates from over 50 industries 

explored opportunities to tie-up with IIT Gandhinagar on Saturday. 

 

In order to boost industry-academia collaboration, the institute had organised its first 'Industry Open House' which saw 

representatives from companies like Maruti Suzuki, Cadila Pharmaceuticals, Reliance Industries, Smart Grid Torrent, 

Adani, TCS, IBM and Hospira, as well as several academic and research institutes, including the Institute for Plasma 

Research, Mudra Institute of Communications Ahmedabad, Centre for Environmental Planning and Technology 

University, and Physical Research Laboratory (PRL) participate in the event. 

 

"We run such courses with other institutes including other IITs and we can explore such a joint course in automotive 

electronics with IIT Gandhinagar," said Chaitanya Rajguru, associate vice president of Pune-based KPIT Cummins 

Infosystems Ltd. 

 

The event showcased IITGN's expertise, infrastructure and capabilities through presentations, posters, laboratory and 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/industries-iit-gn-mull-tie-ups-to-commercialise-research-products-114082400754_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/industries-iit-gn-mull-tie-ups-to-commercialise-research-products-114082400754_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Iit+Gandhinagar
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Automotive+Electronics
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Automotive+Electronics
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library visits, idea pitches, instrumentation and product demonstrations. The visitors interacted with the Institute's 

faculty, staff and students, as well as the officials of the Institute's Career Development Services and Continuing 

Education Program. 

 

For instance, delegates from Heubach Colours were impressed by IIT-Gn's research in waste water treatment. On the 

other hand, collaboration process is also on between IIT-Gn and Sintex Industries for designing user friendly dustbins 

that could be used widely in cities and towns like Ahmedabad. 

 

Delegates from pharma industry including Cadila Pharma and Century Pharma expressed their desire to leverage the 

institute's research in areas like nano technology for possible commercialisation in future. 

 

"While IIT Gandhinagar is growing leaps and bounds in its research and innovation, it is us who know how to 

commercialise these products that emerge out of such research activities. We are exploring on such possible tie-ups," 

said a delegate from Cadila Pharma on condition of anonymity. 

 

"Coming from an IIT myself I understand the importance and the value of the innovative initiatives which are being 

taken up at IIT Gandhinagar. I am also seeing top of the line laboratories here.... I will help leverage the products coming 

from IITGn and my researchers can work jointly with the Institute in various projects," said Janak Seth, an IIT Alumnus 

and Managing Director at Century Pharmaceuticals. 

 

Anay Mashruwalla of Venus Engineering, which manufactures industrial valves, too came across one of the institute's 

project on Helium Gas Detector. "I have proposed to lend my support in the project," he said, adding that there is a 

major requirement for Helium Gas Detectors in the country in many industries. However, since the machine is not 

currently manufactured in India, it is very expensive. 

 

"If IIT-Gn succeeds in developing the machine, it would help to significantly reduce its price," Mashruwalla added. 

 

In addition to the opportunities for project tie-ups, the event also provided a platform for industry delegates to be 

exposed to the quality of IIT-Gn's faculty and students. 

 

"For us, everything outside the campus is an industry. This includes society, community, and government and so on as 

well and we are open for opportunities everywhere," said Sudhir K Jain, director, IIT-Gn. 

Harvard professor collaborates with IIT-Gandhinagar for 

affordable healthcare 

Parth Shastri,TNN | Aug 25, 2014, 12.29 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/Harvard-professor-collaborates-with-IIT-Gandhinagar-for-

affordable-healthcare/articleshow/40861695.cms  

AHMEDABAD: The general profile of the most deadly diseases in India is changing fast with a change in lifestyle and 

population profile. While today India battles with communicable diseases such as malaria and TB, the experts believe 

that in the next two decades, cancer and trauma will be bigger killers than communicable diseases. India already has 

more cancer patients than the US. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Parth-Shastri.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/Harvard-professor-collaborates-with-IIT-Gandhinagar-for-affordable-healthcare/articleshow/40861695.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/Harvard-professor-collaborates-with-IIT-Gandhinagar-for-affordable-healthcare/articleshow/40861695.cms
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At the moment, the treatment for diseases such as cancer is beyond the reach of common man and thus, a team led by 

a Harvard professor is working on developing affordable medicine. Professor Shiladitya Sengupta, associated with 

Harvard Medical School and Massachusetts Institute of Technology, is collaborating with Indian Institute of Technology, 

Gandhinagar, (IIT-Gn) for the purpose. They are mapping the diseases that will emerge in future . A research is going on 

to develop devices that will help patients recover faster from trauma and brain injuries. 

 

Prof Sengupta has received multiple awards and has been featured as one of the top 35 young innovators in the world 

by MIT's Technology Review Magazine. His work in nanomedicine is already undergoing human trials at the moment and 

is expected to reduce the cost and time in cancer treatment considerably. Prof Sengupta was at the IIT-Gn for the 

foundation program, where he taught first year undergraduate students on innovation and entrepreneurship. 

 

"While we have been able to make treatment of malaria affordable, the diseases such as cancer are beyond the reach of 

the poor. The primary reason why the medicines are costly is due to the cost that the pharma companies incur in 

research and development for the patented drugs. We will have to start research right here in India, which can allow us 

to develop drugs at tenth of the cost of the US,. Traditional methods to treat cancer have toxic side effects as they take a 

carpet bombing approach. What we need is missiles that can directly target the affected part or the tumor 

 

" said Sengupta. 

 

That's why Sengupta is trying to fuse the discipline of medicine with technology. "While the population in the US and 

China is ageing, India today is a young nation. However, when it will reach the curve 20 years down the line, we would 

have surge of cases of various kinds of cancer, heart diseases and trauma cases. We will have to prepare for it in 

advance so that when we reach there, we will have affordable healthcare at hand. Thus, we have to start today," he 

said. 

 

Sengupta intends to conduct a study of the current scenario and future predictions fusing today's medicines with nano 

technology, bio-engineering and use of computer science. He said that he wants to engage students in the project to 

understand the potential of research and development and appreciated the role played by institutes such as IIT-Gn in 

attracting the foreign faculties for collaboration. 
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IISc Reseachers Invent Micro Needle That Stings Less  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bangalore/IISc-Reseachers-Invent-Micro-Needle-That-Stings-

Less/2014/08/24/article2395767.ece 

BANGALORE: Researchers at Indian Institute of Science have developed a micro needle which can deliver 

drugs directly into the body with less pain. 

Made of silicon and coated with fine layers of titanium and gold, the needle is result of a collaboration between 

different departments at IISc — Department of Instrumentation and Applied Physics, Centre for Nano Science 

and Engineering and Department of Electronic Systems Engineering. 

Giving details, Prof K Rajanna, Department of Instrumentation and Applied Physics and a senior member of the 

research team, said the material for the needle was the most crucial element. Since the micro needle is to be 

inserted into the skin, the material had to be compatible with both the skin and the drug it delivers.  

Scientists have studied titanium, gold and stainless steel for such biomedical applications and they are known to 

be safe. Silicon, while used for mass manufacturing products, was not suited for medical applications. 

“Silicon is neither biocompatible nor biostable in the central nervous system. These are two very important 

criteria in determining the feasibility of implantable medical devices,” explained Prof Rajanna. 

The researchers then took a middle path whereby they used silicon to make the needle and then gave it a 

covering of biocompatible titanium and gold. “When inserted, the skin is in contact only with the outer cover 

made of gold,” Rajanna said. 

The length of the needle is equivalent to the thickness of three ordinary sheets of printing papers stacked on one 

another. The human skin with three different layers, approximately, has the same dimension. “The needle gets 

progressively thinner, and the diameter at the bottom is a little less than the thickness of one sheet of paper,” 

informed the researchers.  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bangalore/IISc-Reseachers-Invent-Micro-Needle-That-Stings-Less/2014/08/24/article2395767.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bangalore/IISc-Reseachers-Invent-Micro-Needle-That-Stings-Less/2014/08/24/article2395767.ece
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The needle was also made strong to be able to bear the resistive force of the skin. “The needle, though tiny, can 

withstand the weight of an object weighing more than 20 kg, which is about 10 times the resistive force offered 

by skin,” said Prof Rajanna 
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